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periodical examinations held in England. Were this inequality
removed, we should no longer be exposed to th<T charge of
making promise to the ear, and breaking it to the heart.
After discussing the schemes that had been proposed to remedy
the existing inequality, the Committee unhesitatingly declared itself
in favour of simultaneous examinations "as being the fairest and
most in accordance with the principles of a general competition for
a common object." Such was the considered opinion of a body whose
competence or impartiality could not be challenged. Needless to say,
however, nothing was done, and the question after being con-
tinuously agitated for over half a century has now ceased to possess
any interest whatever for the people of this country. In the sixties,
however, hopes ran high, and the energy and enthusiasm of Dada-
bhai Naoroji, and the youthful band which followed his lead, kept
the question prominently before the public. In August, 1867,
Dadabhai read a paper before the East India Association advocating
that competitive examinations should take place in India for a
portion of the appointments to the Civil Service. An interesting
discussion ensued, and it was resolved to submit a memorial to the
Secretary of State for India. A deputation from the Association
accordingly waited upon Sir Stafford Northcote, who expressed
himself favourably with regard to the changes proposed, and stated
that he was in correspondence with Sir John Lawrence and others in
India on the subject. A year later, Dadabhai read another paper
before the Association, dealing, with the thoroughness characteristic
of him, with all the objections urged against the suggestions
contained in the memorial. The immediate object of the paper
was to support the following motion of Fawcett in the House of
Commons:
That this House whilst cordially approving of the system of
open competition for' appointments in the East India Civil Ser-
vice, is of opinion that the people of India have not a fair chance
of competing for these appointments as long as the examinations
are held nowhere but in London; this House would therefore
deem it desirable that simultaneously with the examination in